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4
th

 Annual Water Resource Strategies Symposium: Planning for Change 

 

MODERATOR, SPEAKER AND PANELIST BIOS 

 

MODERATOR 

 
Robert D. Cox, Jr., Esquire 

Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP, Worcester, MA 

Bob Cox works on a wide range of environmental matters, providing clients with advice on compliance and 

enforcement relating to water, wetlands, air, hazardous waste, solid waste, and other matters before the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) 

and local regulatory boards. He has significant experience in National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) water permitting, including appeals of NPDES permits to the Environmental Appeals Board 

(EAB) and administrative appeals and hearings on MassDEP issued permits. Mr. Cox regularly advises clients on 

Brownfields development activities and on strategies to limit or shift environmental liability risks in real estate or 

business transfers. He also represents clients in state and federal courts on cost recovery claims under 

Massachusetts General Law’s Chapter 21E and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, 

and Liability Act (CERCLA). Mr. Cox is recognized as one of the top environmental lawyers in Massachusetts 

by Chambers USA, America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. He has been selected by his peers as one of The 

Best Lawyers in America in the practice areas of Environmental Law and Environmental Litigation. He has been 

named a Massachusetts Super Lawyer by Boston Magazine and New England Super Lawyers Magazine since 

2004. He is a frequent speaker on environmental law and author of many publications on current topics related to 

the practice of environmental law. 

 

SPEAKERS 
 

Donald L. Anglehart 
Manager, Law Office of Donald L. Anglehart, LLC 

Don Anglehart is the manager of the Law Office of Donald L. Anglehart, representing manufacturers, energy 

companies, investors, banks and municipalities on a wide range of environmental and contract law issues.  He has 

over 25 years of experience in environmental infrastructure, litigation and regulatory matters, including prior 

experience at the US EPA and as general counsel of an alternative energy company.  Previously, Mr. Anglehart 

was a partner and the chair of the environmental practice group at Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault from 1991 to 2005 

and at Gadsby & Hannah from 1984 to 1988.  

 

Senator James Eldridge 

Acton, MA 

Jamie Eldridge has served as State Senator for the Middlesex and Worcester district since January 2009. 

Previously, he served as State Representative for the 37th Middlesex district, after being the only “Clean 

Elections” candidate (publicly funded campaign) to be elected to public office in Massachusetts history in 

November 2002. Senator Eldridge is a graduate of Johns Hopkins University and Boston College Law School. 

With years of service on organizations like the Acton Conservation Trust, Nashua River Watershed Association, 
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Organization for the Assabet River and the SuAsCo Watershed Community Council, Senator Eldridge has long 

been a strong advocate for policies designed to protect our clean water supply and natural environment.  

Most recently, Senator Eldridge helped pass legislation creating the Water Infrastructure Finance Commission 

(WIFC), which he co-chaired with Representative Dykema. Legislation resulting from the WIFC’s final 

recommendations was filed this session. The WIFC was charged with developing a comprehensive, long-range 

water infrastructure finance plan for the Commonwealth and its municipalities following two years of research, 

public hearings and meetings. Senator Eldridge and Representative Dykema visited Israel last year as part of the 

Massachusetts Water Innovation Mission to Israel to learn best practices in water innovation to implement at 

home.  Based on the WIFC’s recommendations, Senator Eldridge filed the following legislation to address water 

infrastructure needs in the Commonwealth:  

 S.945: An Act to mitigate water resource impacts (“Water Banking”) (Joint Committee on Environment, 

Natural Resources and Agriculture) 

 S.358: An Act relative to best management practices in water (Joint Committee on Environment, Natural 

Resources and Agriculture) 

 

Philip D. Guerin 

Director of Environmental Systems, Worcester Department of Public Works & Parks 

Phil Guerin is a 1982 graduate of Worcester Polytechnic Institute with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Environmental Science and is a Registered Sanitarian in Massachusetts. He has been employed by the City of 

Worcester for the past 28 years. Currently, he is the Director of Environmental Systems for the Worcester 

Department of Public Works & Parks and is involved with water quality, conservation, source protection, system 

planning, education, public relations, permitting and regulatory compliance related to the City’s drinking water, 

wastewater and stormwater systems.  In addition to his duties with DPW&P, he serves on the Designer Selection 

Board for the City of Worcester and represents the city on the Board of Directors of the Upper Blackstone Water 

Pollution Abatement District.  Mr. Guerin was president of the Massachusetts Water Works Association 

(MWWA) and is currently co-chair of its Legislative Advisory Committee and a member of the Program 

Committee.  He is the current president of the Massachusetts Coalition for Water Resources Stewardship.  In his 

spare time, he enjoys persecuting the US EPA, harassing regulatory officials and writing inflammatory comments 

on new regulatory initiatives. 

 

Mayor Mark Hawke 

Mayor, Gardner, MA 

Gardner Mayor Mark Hawke earned his associate’s degree from Mount Wachusett Community College, 

Bachelor’s in Political Science from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and his Master’s in Business 

Administration (MBA) from Anna Maria College. He first took office on January 7, 2008 at the age of 35, 

becoming the City’s fourth youngest Mayor. He previously served as the City of Gardner's Grants Administrator 

for over six years, worked in the private sector as a Business Analyst for a wireless communications company, an 

Operations Manager for a transportation company and a Logistics Analyst for a waste management company. 

Mayor Hawke’s accomplishments during his tenure include moving the City to quarterly tax billing, revamping 

its static website, overseeing the transformation of an 80k+ square foot former manufacturing building into a 58 

unit affordable assisted-living facility, creating the first Economic Development Coordinator position, improving 

the City’s bond rating to its highest rating ever and implementing a senior tax work-off program and a Plan 

Design Authority. He also helped to begin a renovation plan for all City parks and playgrounds, worked with a 
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developer to bring a new 120k square foot shopping plaza to the City, along with its anchor tenant of Price 

Chopper, and implemented the City’s first pavement management plan. Mayor Hawke has served as President of 

Gardner Square Two and is on the Board of Directors of the Greater Gardner Chamber of Commerce. He 

currently serves on the Board of Trustees at Mount Wachusett Community College, the Board of Incorporators of 

Heywood Hospital, Square Two Board of Directors and the GFA Federal Credit Union Board of Directors.  

 

Jane Madden, P.E., BCEE, 

Senior Vice President, CDM Smith 

Jane Madden is a graduate of the University of Vermont, a Registered Professional Engineer in Massachusetts and 

a Board Certified Environmental Engineer. She joined CDM Smith in 1983 and has since been involved in the 

planning, design, and construction of some of the most challenging wastewater treatment projects in New 

England, including the 450-mgd MWRA Deer Island Secondary Treatment Facilities Plan, the 30-mgd New 

Bedford, Massachusetts Secondary Wastewater Treatment Facility Design and the 30-mgd South Essex Sewerage 

District wastewater treatment planning and design. More recently she has served as officer in charge for the 45-

mgd Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District’s $180 million treatment facility upgrade, the upgrade 

of the Westerly and Easterly wastewater treatment facilities in Marlborough, Massachusetts – a $100 million 

program, and improvements to the Concord, Massachusetts and the Charles River Pollution Control facilities. 

Through this involvement, she has gained unparalleled hands-on experience in wastewater engineering, nutrient 

removal, solids handling, sustainability and planning. Ms. Madden brings this technical excellence and her 

thorough understanding of regulatory and business issues to her role as National Market Leader for Water 

Reclamation for CDM Smith. She is a skilled collaborator who is able to think both practically and strategically 

and effectively works with clients to understand their needs, develop innovative and cost-effective solutions and 

establish long-term working relationships.  She is the current Vice President for the Massachusetts Coalition for 

Water Resources Stewardship. 

 

 

 

Thomas Parece 

Associate Vice President, AECOM Water 

Thomas Parece graduated from Wentworth Institute of Technology with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 

Engineering, studied civil engineering graduate coursework at Worcester Polytechnic Institute and is a Registered 

Professional Engineer. He is the Associate Vice President at AECOM Water Division and has over 32 years of 

experience managing or providing technical expertise to municipalities and private clients on planning, design, 

engineering and construction services; and operation and maintenance of water pollution control projects. He 

specializes in facility studies, gravity sewers, siphons, low-pressure sewers, force mains, pumping stations, 

innovative and alternative systems. He also works with wastewater treatment facilities that incorporate 

conventional activated sludge, rotating biological contactors, trickling filters, sequencing batch reactors, 

chemically enhanced primary treatment, nitrification and denitrification, membrane bioreactors, aerated lagoon 

systems, chemical pre-treatment, odor control systems, chlorination and dechlorination, ultraviolet disinfection, 

phosphorous removal and post aeration. Mr. Parece has prepared a number of facilities planning and studies, 

comprehensive wastewater management plans, environmental impact reports, drainage studies, sewer rate studies, 

hydraulic analyses, infiltration/inflow analyses, sewer rehabilitation, cost effective analyses, value engineering 

studies, geographical information systems work and combined sewer overflow evaluations and plans. 



 

c/o Regina Villa Associates, 51 Franklin Street, Suite 400, Boston, MA 02110-1301 

Phone: (617) 357-5772 

www.mcwrs.org 

4 

He has written and presented papers to various national and regional technical conferences on comprehensive 

wastewater management planning, collection systems, wastewater treatment processes, sludge composting and 

odor control. He is actively involved with the New England Water Environment Association (NEWEA) and the 

Water Environment Federation (WEF); and a committee member of American Consulting Engineers Council 

(ACEC) and a technical advisory committee member of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection (MA DEP). 

 

Jennifer Pederson 

Executive Director, Massachusetts Water Works Association 

Jennifer Pederson received a Master’s Degree in Political Science from Suffolk University and a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Philosophy/Public Policy and Political Science from the University of Massachusetts at Boston.   

She is the Executive Director of the Massachusetts Water Works Association (MWWA).  MWWA is a non-profit 

membership organization dedicated to the advancement of the drinking water profession. She oversees MWWA’s 

drinking water operator education programs, volunteer committees, public relations and coordinates the 

association’s legislative and regulatory affairs. Prior to being hired by MWWA, she worked at a municipal light 

and water department doing public outreach regarding conservation. Ms. Pederson is a member of American 

Water Works Association (AWWA), New England Water Works Association (NEWWA) and a variety of county 

water works associations. She also serves as a public member of the Water Management Act Advisory 

Committee, participates on New England Water Works Association’s Sustainability Committee and has been a 

participant in the Commonwealth’s Sustainable Water Management Initiative.   

 

Dean Peschel 

Consultant to Great Bay Municipal Coalition, Peschel Consulting 

Dean Peschel is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire with a Bachelor of Science in Geology and 

Master’s Degree in Soil Science and Engineering Geology from Oklahoma State University. He has more than 35 

years of experience in project planning, natural resource management, land development and management of 

utility systems capital improvement projects. Mr. Peschel has spent more than 21 years in municipal government, 

eight years in the Planning Department followed by fourteen years managing a wide range of infrastructure 

projects including wastewater, public water supply and stormwater. He managed the Cocheco River dredge 

project from permitting through completion and the closure of a superfund municipal landfill. He is currently an 

environmental consultant and owner of Peschel Consulting LLC in Dover, NH.  He represents Dover in the Great 

Bay Municipal Coalition; is part of the Southeast Watershed Alliance (SWA) Board of Directors; and is chairman 

of the Seacoast Stormwater Coalition, an organization of MS4 communities in Seacoast, NH. 

 

Carl Quiram 

Goffstown, NH 

Carl Quiram has served as the Director of Public Works in Goffstown since May 1997.  Throughout his 27 year 

career in public works, Carl has served on numerous state and regional associations and committees. In 2010, Carl 

was recognized by the American Public Works Association as a Top Ten Leader in Public Works.  Carl is 

currently the Vice Chair of the APWA Center for Sustainability and also chairs the New Hampshire Public Works 

Association Legislative Caucus Committee.     

 

Thomas K. Walsh, P.E.,  

Director Emeritus (retired), Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District 
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Tom Walsh holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Massachusetts; a Master’s 

Degree in Environmental Science from Tufts University; and is a Grade 7 wastewater treatment plant operator in 

Massachusetts and a Registered Professional Engineer.  He was Engineer – Director / Treasurer of Upper 

Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District for 15 years prior to his retirement in 2011.  He was responsible 

for overall operation of the District, which serves Metropolitan Worcester, and for design and construction of 

$200 million in upgrades to the District’s treatment facilities, including enhanced biological nutrient removal 

facilities and improvements to the efficiency of air pollution controls.  Prior to joining the District, Mr. Walsh was 

a consultant at Metcalf & Eddy for 27 years, specializing in water and wastewater treatment.  Mr. Walsh is a 

member of several professional organizations, served on the Massachusetts Governor’s Water Infrastructure 

Finance Commission and on the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs Sustainable Water 

Management Initiative Task Force. He is the current Secretary of the Massachusetts Coalition for Water 

Resources Stewardship. 


